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only measures one part of the transaction and we may be even creating 
larger debtor balances. The financial writer does not consider it neces- 
sary to explain that the value of the imports is at the point of origin with 
no transport added, nor any of the selling expense, insurance, etc., which 
all has to be added to the foreign credit balance, nor does it take account 
of a number of other items, such as interests on past debts, dividends 
on stocks owned abroad, and similar equities which are obvious on 
reflection. 
Detroit, Mich. W. A. Livingstone. 

The point with respect to exact percentages is well taken, of course, 
but does not conflict with the main fact that the new measure does pro- 
vide '" a substantial revision downward " without approaching a free-trade 
basis. — Editor. 

ME. MOKLEY AND GOLDWIN SMITH 

Sir, — The article by the Secretary of Goldwin Smith, on the reason 
why his chief left England, is very interesting. It quickens my memory 
concerning a conversation I once had with John Morley on the same 
subject. I ventured to remark to Lord Morley that we in America had 
always wondered why Goldwin Smith had left England. " We here, also, 
have always wondered," he replied. This article is the first large and 
lucid interpretation I have ever seen of the cause. 

Charles F. Thwing. 

Western Eeserve University. 

ME. ASQUITH 

Sir, — In the belief that you and I are old friends though personally 
strangers, I am writing to tell you how much I enjoyed your article on 
the Master Statesman. Plutarch might well have been proud of such a 
portraiture. 

There are many heroes and others of later centuries who await the man 
who will do for them what the old Greek did for those of earlier ages. 

It would be a fine thing to be known as the Plutarch of the 20th Cen- 
tury. Here is a hint for you. 

Pasadena, California. J. H. McBride. 

COMMENDATION 

Sir, — I am disgusted with the entire lack of morality, logic, and 
virility displayed in the editorials of our daily papers. Though I have 
been retired from active business several years, yet I am so busy that I 
have little time to investigate the literary fields and so do not know what 
is being written outside of those lines that I especially follow. But 
being in Nyack this summer, I went into the Public Library to see an 
article perhaps published by you that was referred to in the New York 
Times. Anyway, I was very much pleased by what I found in your 
periodical. The feeling was renewed by what appeared in the New 
York Times of to-day. The Financial Chronicle and the Wall Street 
Journal do appear to me to be edited with a good deal of ability, but 
they are publications that reach only a limited class. Why are the 
people content to put in power and listen to Wilson in place of Cleve- 
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land, or Wilson's spokesman Bryan, or Dr. Hillis in place of Beecher? 
Or how can the people who had the advice of Benjamin Franklin pay 
any attention to the " rubbish " of the Progressives ? However, I only 
write to commend your writing and your exhibitions of those qualities 
that seem to be so lacking in the papers and the people of to-day. 

J. P. WlNTRINGHAM. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

CONTENTNEA CEEEK 

Sir, — Your simply written biography of Josephus Daniels from before 
the cradle to after the grave does indeed mark a tragedy, but tell me: 
Is there a stream called Oontentnea Creek? It sounds like a term from 
"Wessex Tales" and seems too good to be true. The Eiver Neuse I 
have heard of, but — Contentnea Creek! Does it really and truly exist, 
and, if so, where? 

Samuel Braker. 

Portland, Maine. 

If our correspondent had examined his atlas, he would have had no 
occasion to encroach upon our time and patience. Nevertheless, since, 
like Mr. Wanamaker, we aim to please, we present herewith a map no.t 
only showing where the famous Contentnea ebbs and flows, but also indi- 
cating the routes of those two who were most particularly concerned in 
the tragic episode referred to, namely, to wit: 
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A rumor has recently permeated naval circles to the effect that the 
forthcoming manceuvers are to take place at or near the Fatal Forks " by 
order," but we utterly discredit the report; the suggestion is too hideous 
for contemplation. — Editor. 



